Clinical nurses' knowledge and attitudes toward patients with epilepsy.
Insufficient knowledge and negative attitudes of clinical nurses regarding epilepsy may affect the quality of health care for patients with epilepsy. The aim of this study was to evaluate knowledge and attitudes of nurses working at a university hospital located in eastern Turkey regarding epilepsy. The descriptive study was conducted with 85 nurses working at the internal medicine clinics at Yakutiye Research Hospital in Erzurum, Turkey in March 2014. The data comprised the personal information form, epilepsy knowledge scale, and epilepsy attitude scale. Clinical nurses obtained a mean score of 12.62±2.77 on the epilepsy knowledge scale and 55.43±6.59 on the epilepsy attitude scale. There was a significant difference between the educational status of nurses and mean scores on the epilepsy knowledge scale and epilepsy attitude scale (P<0.05). There was a positive, significant correlation between knowledge scores and attitude scores of clinical nurses regarding epilepsy (r=0.227, P<0.05). In addition, more than half of nurses (57.6%) knew that epileptic seizures would not pose a danger to other people. Unfortunately, approximately one-third of clinical nurses (36.5%) believed that epilepsy was incurable. As a result of the study, it was determined that nurses had a moderate level of knowledge regarding epilepsy, and they generally displayed a positive attitude, but it was not sufficient. In addition, more knowledge was associated with a more positive attitude.